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COMMUNICATION 



The European Patent Offiro herewith transmits th© partial European search r^rt under -Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cH^d In the search report are encloeed. 

The apprre^nf s attentten I's drawn to the following; 



The search Division irtforms the applicant that If the Eurc^sean search report is at$o to copL. 
inventions o(h«r than the invention first mentioned In the claims, a further search fee mu^ 
paid for each of thesd inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of thl$ oofnmunii 



If ttie application has been filed up to 30 June 1999. the search fse in force before 01 Ji 
1999 (EUR 869.-) or the equivalent applicabie on the date of payment is payable. 
Thi$ apphea also to the search feed i'eciuestetf imder Rufe 46(1) EPC: 
See afeO OJ EPO 05/1 999^ 405. 



□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division artd the definitive text. Is attached fccHze 
pfosent communication. ' 
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□ Additional set(s} of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well, 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: . 

Unless the EPO receives prior Instructions to the contrary, th search fee($) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see th© Arrangements lor the automatic 
debiting procedure. Si^piement t> OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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The Search Division consider^ that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of Invention and relates to several inventions or groups of Inventions, namely: 



1. Claims: 1-4,7-10 

synchronizing game devices in a network to the longest delay 
of any of the participating devices; compensating for 
different network latencies. 

2. Claims: 5,6|11J2 

displaying an Image of objects arranged in a virtual space; 
rendering of virtual objects. 

3. Claims: 13-16 

setup of a communication between networked gaming devices. 

4. Claims: 17,18 

registration of game players. 

5. Claims: 19-24 

determination of the ranking of players In a network game. 



